
1 
 

TERM 3 STUDY GUIDE FOR SPANISH BENCHMARK 

Thursday, 3rd March 2016 

1. Conjugating AR, ER, and IR Verbs 

2. Personal Pronouns 

3. Conjugating SER and ESTAR  

4. Locating 21 Hispanic Countries and Capitals 

5. Conjugation of verb LLEVAR 

6. Shopping and Clothing Vocabulary (Unit 4 Lesson 1)  

7. Conjugation of Stem-changing Verbs from e ie 

8. Conjugation of the verb TENER 

9. Conjugation of the verb ir (to go) 

10. Numbers (Counting and Writing) 

11. Telling Time 

 

Conjugating AR, ER, and IR Verbs 
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Conjugating AR Verbs 

 

In this lesson, we will use the model -ar verbs: hablar. In Spanish, you conjugate 
verbs by changing the ending. If the subject is I (yo), conjugate by dropping the 
ending and add -o. 

yo hablo (hablar - ar + o = hablo) 

I speak, I am speaking, I do speak 
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If the subject is you - informal (tú), conjugate by dropping the ending and add -as 
(for -ar verbs). 

tú hablas (hablar - ar + as = hablas) 

you speak, you are speaking, you do speak 

 

If the subject is he (él), she (ella) or you - formal (usted), conjugate by dropping the 
ending and add -a (-ar verbs). 

él/ella/usted habla (hablar - ar + a = habla) 

he speaks, she is speaking, you (formal) do speak 

 

If the subject is we (nosotros/nosotras), conjugate by dropping the ending and add -
amos for -ar verbs. 

nosotros hablamos (hablar - ar + amos = hablamos) 

we speak, we are speaking, we do speak 

 

 

If the subject is you-all - informal (vosotros/vosotras), conjugate by dropping the 
ending and add -áis for -ar verbs. 

vosotros habláis (hablar - ar + áis = habláis) 

you-all speak, you-all are speaking, you-all do speak 

 

If the subject is they (ellos/ellas) or you-all - formal (ustedes), conjugate by dropping 
the ending and add -an (-ar verbs). 

ellos/ellas/ustedes hablan (hablar - ar + an = hablan) 

they speak, they are speaking, you-all (formal) do speak 

 

As you can see, to conjugate regular -ar verbs, simply drop the ending (-ar) and add 
one of the following: 

o 

as 

a 

amos 

áis 

an 
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Conjugating ER and IR Verbs 

 

  



5 
 

Conjugating ER Verbs 

In this lesson, we will use the model verb: comer. In Spanish, you conjugate verbs 
by changing the ending. If the subject is I (yo), conjugate by dropping the ending 
and add -o. 

yo como (comer - er + o = como) 

I eat, I am eating, I do eat 

 

If the subject is you - informal (tú), conjugate by dropping the ending and adding -es 
(for -er verbs). 

tú comes (comer - er + es = comes) 

you eat, you are eating, you do eat 

 

If the subject is he (él), she (ella) or you - formal (usted), conjugate by dropping the 
ending and adding -e (-er verbs). 

él/ella/usted come (comer - er + e = come) 

he eats, she is eating, you (formal) do eat 

 
 

 

If the subject is we (nosotros/nosotras), conjugate by dropping the ending and add -
emos for -er verbs. 

nosotros comemos (comer - er + emos = comemos) 

we eat, we are eating, we do eat 

 

If the subject is you-all - informal (vosotros/vosotras), conjugate by dropping the 
ending and adding -éis for -er verbs. 

vosotros coméis (comer - er + éis = coméis) 

you-all eat, you-all are eating, you-all do eat 

 

If the subject is they (ellos/ellas) or you-all - formal (ustedes), conjugate by dropping 
the ending and adding -en (-er verbs). 

ellos/ellas/ustedes comen (comer - er + en = comen) 

they eat, they are eating, you-all (formal) do eat 

 

As you can see, to conjugate regular -er verbs, simply drop the ending (-er) and add 
one of the following: 
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o 

es 

e 

emos 

éis 

en 

Conjugating IR Verbs 

In this lesson, we will use the model verb: vivir. In Spanish, you conjugate verbs by 
changing the ending. If the subject is I (yo), conjugate by dropping the ending and 
add -o. 

yo vivo (vivir - ir + o = vivo) 

I live, I am living, I do live 

 

If the subject is you - informal (tú), conjugate by dropping the ending and adding -es 
(for -ir verbs). 

tú vives (vivir - ir + es = vives) 

you live, you are living, you do live 

 

If the subject is he (él), she (ella) or you - formal (usted), conjugate by dropping the 
ending and adding -e (-ir verbs). 

él/ella/usted vive (vivir - ir + e = vive) 

he lives, she is living, you (formal) do live 

 

If the subject is we (nosotros/nosotras), conjugate by dropping the ending and 
adding -imos for -ir verbs. 

nosotros vivimos (vivir - ir + imos = vivimos) 

we live, we are living, we do live 

 

If the subject is you-all - informal (vosotros/vosotras), conjugate by dropping the 
ending and adding ís (-ir verbs). 

vosotros vivís (vivir - ir + ís = vivís) 

you-all live, you-all are living, you-all do live 

 

If the subject is they (ellos/ellas) or you-all - formal (ustedes), conjugate by dropping 
the ending and adding -en (-ir verbs). 
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ellos/ellas/ustedes viven (vivir - ir + en = viven) 

they live, they are living, you-all (formal) do live 

 

As you can see, to conjugate regular -ir verbs, simply drop the ending (-ir) and add 
one of the following: 

o 

es 

e 

imos 

ís 

en 

 

Personal Pronouns 
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Personal Pronouns 

The words "I" "you" "he" "she" "we" "you-all" and "they" are called subject pronouns. 
Spanish has corresponding subject pronouns. Here's a list of the English subject 
pronouns and their Spanish equivalents: 

yo 

I 

usted 

you 

él 

he 

ella 

she 

nosotros 

we 

ustedes 

you-all 

ellos 

they 
 
 

 

Spanish subject pronouns are both similar to and different from their English 
counterparts. Let's examine some of the differences. Look more closely at the 
English word "you." 

You have just seen that this can be translated into Spanish as "usted." But there is 
also a second way it can be translated. There are two ways the English word "you" 
can be expressed in Spanish: 

usted 

you 

tú 

you 
 
 

 

Spanish has a formal and an informal form of the word "you." "Usted" is more formal 
and is generally used to express respect. "Tú" is more familiar and is used among 
friends, coworkers, relatives, or when addressing a child. 

Speaking to your boss: usted 

Speaking to your daughter: tú 

Speaking to your teacher: usted 

Speaking to your friend: tú 

usted = you formal 

tú = you informal (familiar) 
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This same distinction with regard to degree of formality occurs in the plural form as 
well. When referring to "you-all," there are two choices in Spanish: 

ustedes 

you-all formal 

vosotros 

you-all familiar 

 

Once again, the difference lies in the degree of formality conveyed by the speaker. 
However, the vosotros form is used primarily in Spain. Throughout Latin America, 
"ustedes" is generally used in both formal and informal situations to refer to "you-
all." 

Speaking to a group of children 

(in Spain): vosotros 

Speaking to a group of children 

(in Latin America): ustedes 

Speaking to a group of strangers 

(in Spain): ustedes 

Speaking to a group of strangers 

(in Latin America): ustedes 

Note: usted can be abbreviated Ud. or Vd. ; ustedes can be 
abbreviated Uds. or Vds. 

 

In many ways, Spanish is more gender-specific than English. We find evidence of 
this in the subject pronouns. First, look at the word "nosotros." This means "we" in 
the sense of a group containing at least one male. If the group contains only 
females, the word "nosotras" is used. So, in Spanish, there are two ways to say 
"we": 

nosotros 

we (masculine or mixed group) 

nosotras 

we (feminine) 

 

This same idea applies to the English word "they": 

ellos 

they (masculine or mixed group) 
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ellas 

they (feminine) 

 

This same idea also applies to the "vosotros" form: 

vosotros 

you-all familiar (masculine or mixed group) 

vosotras 

you-all familiar (feminine) 

Note: These forms are used primarily in Spain, not Latin America. 
 
 

 

Finally, don't get confused over the difference between talking toa group or 
talking about a group. Consider the following statement, which could have been 
made by your Spanish teacher, while standing before the class: 

"You-all need to study your Spanish. Those students in the other class don't need to 
study Spanish. They are studying French. You-all can practice Spanish in Spain. 
They can practice French in France." 

 

The teacher is talking to the Spanish students and about the French students. 

Talking to a group, use "you-all": 

ustedes 

vosotros 

vosotras 

Talking about a group, use "they": 

ellos 

ellas 
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Here's the complete list of Spanish subject pronouns: 

 

Singular 

yo - I 

tú - you (familiar) 

él - he 

ella - she 

usted - you (formal) 

 

Plural 
nosotros 

we (masculine or mixed gender) 

nosotras 

we (feminine) 

vosotros 

you-all (familiar, Spain, masculine or mixed gender) 

vosotras 

you-all (familiar, Spain, feminine) 

ellos 

they (masculine or mixed gender) 

ellas 

they (feminine) 

ustedes 

you-all (formal in Spain, formal and familiar in Latin America) 
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Conjugating SER and ESTAR 
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Locating 21 Hispanic Countries and Capitals 
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Conjugation of verb LLEVAR 
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Shopping and Clothing Vocabulary (Unit 4 Lesson 1) 
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Stem-changing Verbs from e ie 
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Conjugation of the verb TENER 

 

Conjugation of the verb ir (to go) 
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Numbers (Counting and Writing) 

Let’s review the cardinal numbers 1-30: 

1. uno 

2. dos 

3. tres 

4. cuatro 

5. cinco 

6. seis 

7. siete 

8. ocho 

9. nueve 

10. diez 

11. once 

12. doce 

13. trece 

14. catorce 

15. quince 

16. dieciséis 

17. diecisiete 

18. dieciocho 

19. diecinueve 

20. veinte 

21. veintiuno 

22. veintidós 

23. veintitrés 

24. veinticuatro 

25. veinticinco 

26. veintiséis 

27. veintisiete 

28. veintiocho 

29. veintinueve 

30. treinta 

 

The next step is to learn to count by 10s all the way to 100: 

10. diez 

20. veinte 

30. treinta 

40. cuarenta 

50. cincuenta 
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60. sesenta 

70. setenta 

80. ochenta 

90. noventa 

100. cien 

 

Now, see how easy it is to fill in the gaps: 

31. treinta y uno 

32. treinta y dos 

33. treinta y tres 

34. treinta y cuatro 

35. treinta y cinco 

36. treinta y seis 

37. treinta y siete 

38. treinta y ocho 

39. treinta y nueve 

40. cuarenta 

41. cuarenta y uno 

42. cuarenta y dos 

etc. 

 

This pattern continues all the way to 100: 

53. cincuenta y tres 

54. cincuenta y cuatro 

65. sesenta y cinco 

66. sesenta y seis 

78. setenta y ocho 

88. ochenta y ocho 

99. noventa y nueve 

etc. 

 

From 101-199, use "ciento": 

ciento uno 

ciento dos 

ciento tres 

ciento sesenta y uno 

ciento sesenta y dos 

etc. 
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Notice that "y" is used only in numbers 31-99 (and 131-199, 231-299, 331-399, etc.) 
and it is not used to separate hundreds from tens. 

Correct: 

ciento ochenta y nueve 

Incorrect: 

ciento y ochenta y nueve 

 

To get to 1000, all of the rules you have learned so far continue to apply. All you 
need to do now is learn to count by 100s all the way to 1000, and that is quite easy: 

100. cien 

200. doscientos 

300. trescientos 

400. cuatrocientos 

500. quinientos 

600. seiscientos 

700. setecientos 

800. ochocientos 

900. novecientos 

1000. mil 

 

Here are some more examples: 

142. ciento cuarenta y dos 

375. trescientos setenta y cinco 

612. seiscientos doce 

907. novecientos siete 

999. novecientos noventa y nueve 

 

Remember from an earlier lesson, there is a masculine and a feminine form for the 
number one: 

un libro 

one book 

una pluma 

one pen 
 

 

This is also true for the numbers 200, 300, 400, etc. 

doscientos libros 

doscientas plumas 
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cuatrocientos señores 

cuatrocientas señoras 

 

When there is exactly 100 of something, and the number is used with the noun, use 
the shortened form "cien." 

cien dólares 

cien gatas 

cien perros 

cien pesetas 

 

Finally, in Spanish a period is used to indicate thousands, and a comma is used as 
a decimal point. 

English 

1,543.67 

Spanish 

1.543,67 

Telling Time 

Telling Time 

The verb ser is used to express the time of day. Use es when referring to "one 
o'clock" and use son when referring to all other hours. 

Es la una. 

It's one o'clock. 

Son las dos. 

It's two o'clock. 

 

The feminine article (la, las) is used before the hour because it refers to "la hora." 

Es la una. 

It's one o'clock. 

Son las dos. 

It's two o'clock. 

 

Minutes can be added to the hour using the word y (and). 

Es la una y cinco. 

It's five minutes past one. 
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Son las tres y doce. 

It's twelve minutes past three. 

 

Minutes can be subtracted from the hour using the word menos(less). 

Es la una menos cinco. 

It's five minutes till one. 

Son las tres menos doce. 

It's twelve minutes till three. 

 

You can also use the words media (half) and cuarto (quarter). 

Es la una y media. 

It's half past one. 

Son las dos y cuarto. 

It's quarter past two. 

Son las tres menos cuarto. 

It's quarter till three. 

 

To say something occurs at a specific time, use the formula a + la(s) + time. 

La fiesta empieza a las nueve. 

The party begins at nine o'clock. 

El banco abre a las ocho y media. 

The bank opens at half past eight. 

 

To differentiate between a.m. and p.m. use the expressions de la mañana, de la 
tarde and de la noche. 

Son las dos de la tarde. 

It's two in the afternoon. 

Son las dos de la mañana. 

It's two in the morning. 

Son las diez de la noche. 

It's ten in the evening. 

 

When no specific time is mentioned, use the expressions por la mañana, por la 
tarde, por la noche. 
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Siempre leo el periódico por las mañanas. 

I always read the newspaper in the morning. 

 

Here are a number of useful time expressions: 

por la mañana 

in the morning (no specific time) 

de la mañana 

in the morning (specific time) 

por la tarde 

in the afternoon (no specific time) 

de la tarde 

in the afternoon (specific time) 

por la noche 

in the evening or night (no specific time) 

de la noche 

in the evening or night (specific time) 

la mañana 

morning 

el mañana 

morrow, future 

mañana por la mañana 

tomorrow morning 

pasado mañana 

the day after tomorrow 

ayer 

yesterday 

anoche 

last night 

la noche anterior, anteanoche 

the night before last 

el lunes que viene 

next Monday 

la semana que viene 

next week 

el año que viene 

next year 

el lunes pasado 

last Monday 

la semana pasada 

last week 

el año pasado 

last year 

al mediodía 

at noon 

a la medianoche 

at midnight 

alrededor de 

around 

de día 

days 
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durante el día 

during the day 

a tiempo 

on time 

en punto 

exactly, on-the-dot 

tarde 

late 

temprano 

early 

 


